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Allergy and Immunology Online Panel Survey 
Fall 2002 

 
The following questionnaire is designed to obtain information on two important issues for 
the Academy:  1) members’ opinions regarding volunteerism and their volunteer 
activities and 2) current marketplace conditions for Allergist/Immunologists.  Your 
response will be confidential and only reported in the aggregate. 
 

VOLUNTEERISM 
 

1. In the PAST 12 months, how many hours did you participate in the following 
AAAAI-related volunteer activities: 

 National Regional State Local 
a)  AAAAI Committee Membership ___ ___ ___ ___ 
b)  AAAAI Speakers’ Bureau ___ ___ ___ ___ 
c)  AAAAI Interest Section Participation ___ ___ ___ ___ 
d)  AAAAI Mentorships ___ ___ ___ ___ 
e)  Preparation of AAAAI written documents ___ ___ ___ ___ 
f)  Primary Care Rotation in Allergy and Immunology ___ ___ ___ ___ 
g)  Other, specify:  ___ ___ ___ ___ 

 

2. In the PAST 12 months, how many hours did you participate in the following 
volunteer activities: 

 Hours 
a)  Medical Societies (Not Including AAAAI) ___ 
b)  Non-medical Professional Societies ___ 
c)  Political Activities ___ 
d)  Religious Activities ___ 
e)  Other Volunteer Activities, specify:  ___ 

 

3. In the NEXT 12 months, do you plan to: 
� Increase your participation in AAAAI-related volunteer activities 
� Not change your participation in AAAAI-related volunteer activities 
� Decrease your participation in AAAAI-related volunteer activities 

 

IF you plan to DECREASE your participation in AAAAI-related volunteer activities, 
this is due to: 

� Potential disruption of personal time 
� Increasing time required to practice medicine 
� Other reasons, specify:  

 

4. What would motivate you to participate in AAAAI-related volunteer activities 
more frequently in the future? 
(Please mark all that apply.) 

� More recognition for contributions 
� Better defined leadership pathway 
� Specific training in needed skills 
� Chance to move up leadership ladder 
� Longer periods of continuous leadership 
� More time for volunteer activities 
� Other, specify:______________________________________ 
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1. What types of volunteer activities would you be most interested in? 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
2. In your opinion, what are the most detrimental barriers to participation in 

AAAAI-related volunteer activities? 
(Please mark all that apply.) 

� Lack of defined leadership pathways 
� Time limits on service 
� Lack of staff support 
� Lack of personal time 
� Lack of knowledge of Allergy and Immunology issues 
� Other, specify:  
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WORKFORCE ISSUES 
 

1. Without making substantial changes to your current practice patterns, which 
response best describes your current Allergy and Immunology (A/I) practice? 

�  I cannot accept any more A/I patients, my A/I practice is full. 
�  I can accept some more A/I patients, my A/I practice is nearly full. 
�  I can accept many more A/I patients, my A/I practice is far from full 

 
2. How would you describe the current employment/practice opportunities for 

physicians providing A/I services in your local community (50 mile radius)? 
�  No available opportunities 
�  Few available opportunities 
�  A good number of available opportunities 
�  Many available opportunities 
�  Unknown 

 
3. How would you describe the relationship between the supply of physicians 

providing A/I services in your community and demand for those services? 
�  Supply is much greater than demand 
�  Supply is greater than demand 
�  Supply is equal to demand 
�  Supply is less than demand 
�  Supply is much less than demand 

 
4. How would you describe changes in your gross practice income over the past 2 

years? 
�  Substantially lower 
�  Somewhat lower 
�  No change 
�  Somewhat higher 
�  Substantially higher 

 
5. How would you assess the level of competition between yourself and other 

physicians in your community? 
None Some Competition A Good Deal of Competition Fierce Competition 

With other A/I physicians � � � � 

With other Non-A/I physicians � � � � 
 

 
6. In the next 12 months, do you intend to: 

(Please mark one only) 
�  Stop providing A/I services? (full retirement) 
�  Substantially reduce the number of hours you spend per week providing A/I 

services? 
�  Slightly reduce the number of hours you spend per week providing A/I services? 
�  Continue to spend the same number of hours per week providing A/I services? 
�  Increase the number of hours you spend per week providing A/I services? 
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1. When do you expect to retire from or substantially reduce your A/I practice? 
�  Less than 3 years 
�  3 -5 years 
�  6-10 years 
�  11-20 years 
�  More than 20 years 
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Volunteerism and the A/I Physician MarketplaceVolunteerism and the A/I Physician MarketplaceVolunteerism and the A/I Physician MarketplaceVolunteerism and the A/I Physician MarketplaceVolunteerism and the A/I Physician Marketplace      B-3      B-3      B-3      B-3      B-3

TTTTTable 1:  Vable 1:  Vable 1:  Vable 1:  Vable 1:  Volunteerism Tolunteerism Tolunteerism Tolunteerism Tolunteerism Tabulationsabulationsabulationsabulationsabulations

Count %
Range     

(+/-) Female Male
Under 55 

Years of Age

55 Years of 
Age and 

Older
National

AAAAI Committee Membership 34 28% 6% 33% 26% 67% 15% *
AAAAI Speakers' Bureau 3 2% 2% 7% 1% 10% 0%
AAAAI Interest Section Participation 30 24% 6% 20% 26% 50% 16% *
AAAAI Mentorships 2 2% 2% 7% 0% 0% 2%
Preparation of AAAAI Written Documents 11 9% 4% 7% 10% 17% 6%
Primary Care Rotation in A/I 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Other AAAAI Volunteer Activity 5 4% 3% 0% 5% 10% 2%

Regional
AAAAI Committee Membership 7 6% 3% 0% 8% 6% 5%
AAAAI Speakers' Bureau 2 2% 2% 3% 1% 2% 0%
AAAAI Interest Section Participation 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
AAAAI Mentorships 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Preparation of AAAAI Written Documents 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Primary Care Rotation in A/I 2 2% 2% 3% 1% 0% 5%
Other AAAAI Volunteer Activity 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

State
AAAAI Committee Membership 7 6% 3% 0% 8% 5% 8%
AAAAI Speakers' Bureau 4 3% 3% 3% 3% 4% 3%
AAAAI Interest Section Participation 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
AAAAI Mentorships 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Preparation of AAAAI Written Documents 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%
Primary Care Rotation in A/I 6 5% 3% 0% 6% 5% 5%
Other AAAAI Volunteer Activity 1 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 0%

Local
AAAAI Committee Membership 8 7% 4% 0% 9% 7% 5%
AAAAI Speakers' Bureau 10 8% 4% 10% 8% 6% 13%
AAAAI Interest Section Participation 3 2% 2% 0% 3% 2% 3%
AAAAI Mentorships 4 3% 3% 3% 3% 4% 3%
Preparation of AAAAI Written Documents 1 1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 0%
Primary Care Rotation in A/I 46 37% 7% 30% 40% 36% 41%
Other AAAAI Volunteer Activity 14 11% 5% 7% 13% 10% 15%

Other Volunteer Activities
Medical Societies (Not AAAAI)
     None 32 25% Mean 21% 26% 22% 31%
     1-10 Hours 32 25% 32 hours 38% 21% 26% 23%
     11-100 Hours 58 45% Range 38% 47% 46% 44%
     Over 100 Hours 7 5% +/- 9.3 3% 6% 7% 3%
Non-Medical Professional Societies
     None 85 66% Mean 72% 64% 64% 69%
     1-10 Hours 20 16% 13 hours 7% 18% 14% 18%
     11-100 Hours 22 17% Range 17% 17% 19% 13%
     Over 100 Hours 2 2% +/- 5.0 3% 1% 2% 0%
Political Activities
     None 99 77% Mean 72% 78% 78% 74%
     1-10 Hours 20 16% 9 hours 21% 14% 17% 13%
     11-100 Hours 8 6% Range 3% 7% 3% 13%
     Over 100 Hours 2 2% +/- 7.6 3% 1% 2% 0%
Religious Activities
     None 56 43% Mean 34% 46% 44% 41%
     1-10 Hours 11 9% 61 hours 7% 9% 9% 8%
     11-100 Hours 43 33% Range 45% 30% 34% 31%
     Over 100 Hours 19 15% +/- 14.1 14% 15% 12% 21%

All Respondents Gender Age

Other Volunteer Activities
     None 74 57% Mean 55% 58% 57% 59%
     1-10 Hours 5 4% 62 hours 7% 3% 3% 5%
     11-100 Hours 39 30% Range 31% 30% 30% 31%
     Over 100 Hours 11 9% +/- 21.5 7% 9% 10% 5%

Notes:  1) All range calculations are based on a 90% confidence level.
2) * Denotes a statistically significant difference.
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Count %
Range      

(+/-) Female Male
Under 55 

Years of Age

55 Years of 
Age and 

Older

Increase 31 28% 9% 38% 25% 29% 28%
No Change 70 64% 10% 58% 66% 64% 66%
Decrease 8 7% 5% 4% 8% 8% 7%

More Recognition for Contributions 21 19% 6% 15% 20% 19% 19%
Better Defined Leadership Pathway 28 25% 7% 22% 27% 28% 19%
Specific Training in Needed Skills 37 34% 7% 26% 36% 35% 29%
Chance to Move Up Leadership Ladder 22 20% 6% 11% 23% 23% 13%
Longer Periods of Continuous Leadership 4 4% 3% 4% 4% 4% 3%
More Time for Volunteer Activities 66 60% 8% 63% 59% 62% 55%
Other 24 22% 6% 19% 23% 20% 26%

Lack of Defined Leadership Pathways 31 25% 6% 24% 26% 30% 14% *
Time Limits on Service 36 30% 7% 24% 31% 25% 40%
Lack of Staff Support 14 11% 5% 10% 12% 11% 11%
Lack of Personal Time 95 78% 6% 79% 77% 78% 77%
Lack of Knowledge of A/I Issues 14 11% 5% 14% 11% 8% 20%
Other Barrier to Participation 21 17% 5% 14% 18% 20% 11%

Notes:  1) All range calculations are based on a 90% confidence level.
2) * Denotes a statistically significant difference.

Gender Age

Factors that Would Motivate Participation in AAAAI 
Volunteer Activities

Barriers to Participation in AAAAI Volunteer Activities

Planned Changes in AAAAI Volunteer Activities over the 
Next 12 Months

All Respondents
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Count %
Range      

(+/-)
Under 55 

Years of Age

55 Years of 
Age and 

Older 1999
Current Practice Capacity

I cannot accept any more A/I patients, A/I practice is full 3 2% 2% 1% 5% 1%
I can accept some more A/I patients, practice is nearly full 60 45% 9% 45% 44% 43%
Can accept many more A/I patients, practice far from full 71 53% 9% 54% 51% 56%

No available opportunities 36 27% 10% 29% 23% 25%
Few available opportunities 71 54% 11% 59% 44% 45% *
A good number of available opportunities 18 14% 8% 9% 26% * 28% *
Many available opportunities 6 5% 5% 3% 8% 3%

Supply greater than demand 41 31% 9% 31% 30% 36%
Supply balanced with demand 54 41% 9% 42% 38% 54% *
Supply less than demand 38 29% 8% 27% 33% 10% *

Substantially lower 9 7% 6% 6% 8% 12% *
Somewhat lower 32 24% 10% 23% 28% 29%
No change 39 29% 11% 27% 35% 26%
Somewhat higher 46 35% 12% 38% 28% 28%
Substantially higher 7 5% 5% 6% 3% 5%

None 20 15% 8% 16% 12% N/A
Some competition 72 54% 11% 52% 59% N/A
A good deal of competition 32 24% 9% 24% 24% N/A
Fierce competition 10 7% 6% 9% 5% N/A

None 37 28% 10% 24% 37% N/A
Some competition 67 50% 11% 53% 44% N/A
A good deal of competition 22 17% 8% 15% 20% N/A
Fierce competition 7 5% 5% 8% 0% N/A

Stop Providing A/I Services (Full Retirement) 0 0% 0% 0 0 N/A
Substantially Reduce Hours/Week Providing A/I Services 1 1% 1% 0 2% N/A
Slightly Reduce Hours/Week Providing A/I Services 11 8% 7% 5% 15% N/A
No Change in Hours/Week Providing A/I Services 107 80% 10% 81% 78% N/A
Increase Hours/Week Providing A/I Services 18 13% 8% 17% 5% * N/A

Less than 3 years 3 2% 3% 0% 7% 4%
3-5 years 13 10% 6% 0% 32% * 13%
6-10 years 30 23% 9% 15% 39% * 20%
11+ 87 65% 10% 85% 22% * 63%

Notes:  1) All range calculations are based on a 90% confidence level.
2) * Denotes a statistically significant difference.

Competition with A/I Physicians

Competition with Non-A/I Physicians

Plans for Next 12 Months

Expected Time to Retirement or Substantial Reduction in 
A/I Practice

Allergist/ 
Immunologists

Local Employment/practice opportunities for A/I 
physicians (within 50 miles)

Relationship Between the Supply of A/I Physicians in 
Community and Demand for those Services

Change in Gross Practice Income Over the Past 2 Years

All Respondents Age
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